and then apparently adininistration was granted in Carlisle.' The contract of marriage between himself and Mary Maxwell, his spouse, and Dame Helen Erskine, his mother, bears date the twentieth and twentysecond days of October, 1730. The Parish Registers of St. Mary's Church, Carlisle, record between this date and 1755 the birth of nine children, and his burial is recorded under date May 5, 1755. The following letter, dated January 29, 1755, shows him to have been a careful physician, and is of interest as showing the extent of the practice of inoculation in a provincial city, the dangers which might be apprehended, the precautions to be adopted, and the method of performing the 'operation give some satisfaction to the Relations of our Patient, who I hope will have the same good fortune with the numbers that have undergone that operation in this Town and Neighbourhood, which are near four hundred, without loss, or in the least marked. 1. The Eruptive Fever in Inoculated Smallpox is seldom so high as to require Blooding, tho' in some rare cases it does.
2. One ought to expect that every bad symptom of the natural kind may happen after Inoculation, but experience shows that they very seldom do. For instance, in one case only I have hitherto seen Epileptic Fits (and not without danger) attend the Eruption, which could not be overcome without both Blooding, Blistering, Internal Antispasmodies and Pediluvia. These happily at last prevented danger and carry'd off the Fits.
3. In the inoculated' kind, where they were numerous and the matter thin, I have known it necessary to give the Decoction or Extract of the Bark from the fourth day to the height.
4. When the Defluction in the Throat thickens, emollient Pectorals, and even Squill Mixture are sometimes necessary. 5. I have never yet seen in the Inoculated kind either bloody stools, Bloody Urine, but should make no hesitation, if I met with them, to continue the use of the Bark and join to it the Spirit of vitriol in the common manner.
Our Patient Mr. Pattinson Dy'd a fortnight ago, without any remarkable alteration of Symptoms, save that of a looseness, which invaded him a few days before he Died, as also a large Discharge of Matter, which he spit up in great abundance for three or four days, very crude and foetid.
My wife joins me in our best wishes to you and Mrs. Carlyle, And believe me to be with great esteem, Dr. Sr., Your Most Obednt. Humble Servt.
Carlisle, 29th Jan. 1755.
JAS. DOUGLAS.
